Epithelioid hemangioendothelioma of the orbital bones.
The authors report a case of an epithelioid hemangioendothelioma arising in the orbital bones. A review of the literature related to this rare orbital neoplasm identified eight well-documented cases, one of which occurred in a patient younger than that reported here, but none of which originated in bone. A 3 1/2-month-old boy had a left inferior orbital mass that had grown rapidly over a 3-day period. An emergency computed tomography scan showed a large neoplasm with significant bone destruction of the zygoma and maxilla. Initial examination suggested a rhabdomyosarcoma, and a transconjunctival biopsy was performed, which was complicated by significant blood loss. The final pathologic diagnosis was an epithelioid hemangioendothelioma, or grade 2 hemangioendothelioma, of bone origin. No other sites of disease were found on metastatic survey. Subsequent treatment consisted of an en bloc tumor resection sparing the orbital soft tissues and globe. The patient is free of disease and has normal visual fixation and ocular motility 20 months after surgery. Epithelioid hemangioendothelioma, a vascular malignancy of endothelial cell origin, very rarely involves the orbit. This case is notable for its early development, rapid growth, bony origin, and epithelioid histology.